
Town of Lyme
Tax Study and Advisory Committee

March 22, 2016
6:30 PM

Town Office/Police Station Conference Room

Tax Study and Advisory Committee Members present: Susan J. MacKenzie (Chair) Carola Lea, 
Rusty Keith, Wilkes McClave (Secretary), Elizabeth Glenshaw, Samuel S. Levey, Dennis Stern, 
K.M. Furstenberg, Nancy Allison, Michael Whitman, and Judy Brotman.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by the Chair, Susan MacKenzie.

The first order of business was consideration of the draft Minutes of the meeting of Feruary 23, 
2016.  After brief discussion and correction, upon motion by Mr. Stern and second by Ms. 
Glenshaw, the Minutes as corrected were approved.

Ms. MacKenzie gave a brief reprise of issues and topics discussed at the first meeting and 
invited each member to comment and participate, being mindful of focus and time.  A free-
wheeling discuss ensued. Broad areas discussed included possible avenues for additional 
revenue, areas for cost savings, tax shifting, and education about existing programs.  Specific 
topics examined included possible local revenue and tax options (meals and lodging); licensing 
fees, parking matters, encouraging local business development, community use & recreation 
costs and fees, the Skiway, second home tax, building permits, and how to deal with unfunded 
mandates.

Other topics discussed included retirement matters, attributes of senior housing, land use 
change taxes, income from the Town Forest, renters and parking as a revenue source and 
changes in recycling economics.  Possible sources of non-tax funds for education and road 
maintenance were reviewed (foundations, grants, scholarships, and Trans Canada).

 Mr. Furstenberg presented data he had gathered on the Town’s demographics.  Discussion was 
had on the current make-up of the population, anticipated trends, and implications for the Town 
and its current residents.

One particular idea discussed in detail concerned a mechanism allowing deferral of current 
taxes (for landowners meeting certain criteria) creating a tax lien that would become due upon 
subsequent transfer of the property.  Further research will be done to see how such tax liens 
could be monetized currently.

In response to  questions, Mr. Keith gave a detailed explanation of current use taxation.

Upon a motion by Ms. Brotman, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted:
Wilkes McClave



Secretary
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